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Br. Alberto I. Ricica S.

he present issue of FMS
-I- Message is intended to be

both a testimony and a
tribute to Br Charles Howard, X
Superior General, who died this
year on 14 January.
It does not intend to repeat
part of his history or of the
rich inheritance he left us, but
to reflect it today, recognizing
in this way the valuable gift of
his person and his contribution
to the Institute and the
Church, still relevant now.
We have given it the name
“Audacity and hope,” not only
because this was the theme
used by Br Charles for the XIX
General Chapter, but also be-
cause it reflected his personal-
ity and the main courses of ac-
tion he promoted.

To be both

A TESTIMONY ANd

A TRIDUTE

Director of Communications and the review FMS Message

For this reason, we have been
especially interested in the
testimonies of those persons
who knew him more directly.
And in rereading the circulars
of Br Charles and the work he
carried forward through broth-
ers who lived with him, or who
were involved with the devel-
opment of some work or action
relating to these documents.
Some testimonies or contribu-
tions have had to be shortened
to avoid repetition.

I apologize for this. But we
have basically respected those
elements which reflect our
dear Br Charles.

The issue is divided logically
into 5 parts:
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1.Reflecting on Br Charles
Howard. Reflections made
by persons very close to
him, such as Br Sean D.
Sammon and his cousin,
Clare Howard. Both texts
were read at Br Charles’ fu-
neral on 24 January 2012 in
Sydney.

2. A brief historical summary,
taken from the booklet giv-
en to those present at the
funeral.

3. Testimonies on Br Charles
Howard as Superior General,
from two Brothers who were
part of his General Council.

4. Part of the inheritance of Br
Charles Howard: His circu-
lars, and the development
of Marist work in Africa and
Asia-Oceania.

5. Album of photos.

I would like to thank all who
have contributed to helping
this number of FMS Message
succeed in presenting as “liv-
ing and present” the one who
was our Superior General from
1985 t01993. Also to Br Terry
Gilsenan of Sydney, Australia,
who sent us so many scanned
photos of Br Charles Howard.




To be

Champagnart
Today

Superior General

ome say, ironically, that
S the best way to cancel

out someone's prophetic
witness is to canonize him. Once
he is on the altars, far from us,
it makes it easier for us to say
he was exceptional, a once-in-a-
lifetime person. In the process
we excuse our own mediocrity by
over exalting those persons we
are afraid to imitate.
This is not what we want to do
with our dear Br Charles, whose
memory we wish to last among
us, because we recognize in him
the authenticity of values we
cannot afford to lose.
In December 2010, I had the op-
portunity to meet him and see
that Charles continued to be the
Charles of old, with his large
personality and commanding
ways! It is a joy to belong to an
Institute that does not "mass
produce" Brothers, but respects
each one's way of being and, out
of respect, accompanies our hu-
man and spiritual growth.
How will we remember him?
Charles was a man who demon-
strated his affection in small de-
tails. When I was a young broth-
er in Barcelona, Br Charles visit-
ed my province and, though I do

Br Emili Turd and Br Charles Howard. Randwick, 2010

not remember the details very
well, we must have exchanged a
few words in English. To my sur-
prise, I received, a few weeks
later, a copy of the Constitutions
in English, with a personal ded-
ication from Br Charles. I know
that many other brothers would
give similar testimony of such
gestures, expressions of his sen-
sitivity and attentiveness.
Charles, passionate in his quest
for a more just and fraternal
world. With sensitivity and tact,
he knew how to transmit his
sensibility to many people,
opening new frontiers for our
mission.

Charles, who sent a very power-
ful message to the whole Insti-
tute, in inviting a group of lay
people to the XIX General Chap-
ter. I remember with emotion
the moment when this group en-
tered the Chapter Hall, received

with loud applause by the stand-
ing capitulants. In a symbolic
way, they were opening the doors
not only of the Chapter Hall, but
of the whole Institute.

Charles, who coined the expres-
sion "to be Champagnat today",
and was truly so for all of us.
Marist at heart, a true son of
Champagnat.

As I write these lines, I imagine
Charles looking at me with a
somewhat mischievous smile,
and telling me "it is not neces-
sary to write anything about
me!" freeing himself of any self-
importance... And I am left with
that marvelous smile, a reminder
of a life lived in all naturalness
and simplicity... and in the man-
ner of Mary.

Thank you, Charles: your time
with us has been a gift from
God and a sign of Mary's ten-
derness.
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WE ARE faR Richer
because of

Br. SeAN Sammon WE ARe faRr richer because

of YOUR PRESENCE, WiSER
because of your insights, more
AWARE Of OUR Responsibilities  [...]

because of ThHe way in which 1 want to share

. . something of the
you have lived your life. 20 who while al.

ways our brother
and friend, was al-
so our leader as well as a source of inspiration and challenge, and
a model of what it means to be a Marcellin Champagnat for today.
He served so well in many roles: as headmaster and community
leader, student and teacher, Provincial, General Councilor, and Su-

, perior General. He was also a builder and the Director of the Ju-
General Council:

1985 - 1993
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YOUR PRESENCE

niorate as well as a writer and lecturer on topics
as varied as religious life and its future, justice
and peace, vocations, and the essential role of
laymen and women in the Church.

Yes, Charles strode across the landscape of life
with boldness, courage, daring; he had formida-
ble talents and was gifted by God in so many
ways. But in the end he was always Charles, a
man of unusual faith, a person in whom you
could confide, someone who listened well, was
loyal to friends, enjoyed a drink and a conver-
sation, understood human weakness, helped
you to believe in yourself, and challenged us
all to take some responsibility for the human
community.

AN AGE OF
TREMENDOUS CHANGE

Charles lived during a time in history that

will be described years from now as an age of
tremendous change not only in terms of scientif-
ic and technological advances but also in a deep-
ening of faith and an understanding of the hu-
man person. He had passed sufficient years in
the world prior to Vatican II to understand the
need for radical change in our Church and lived
long enough to be a midwife to the fundamental
transformation called for by that historic gather-
ing. For he was one of those rare men given a
chance to help shape the age in which he lived.
Never one to do things half-heartedly, he seized
that opportunity without hesitation.

Elected Superior General at an age when many
men are entertaining thoughts of retirement, he
set out, with Benito and the members of his
Council, on a journey that would bring about

+o VW*H\@MYA aFﬁ\g cmmﬁ%su e M
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many

initiatives that today we take for

granted. They were not won easily but came
about through hard work, negotiation, and the
building of consensus. However, like any true
leader he did not search haphazardly for consen-
sus but rather molded it to a vision. And in so
doing, he made a genuine difference in the world
in which he lived and left a legacy to our Insti-
tute that remains evident today.

And, yet, throughout it all he remained always
self-effacing. I remember well him telling me
once that shortly after writing his last circular
letter he received a message from one of the
brothers in his Province. The text read as fol-
lows: “Dear Charles, I just read your last circular.
Not bad. As a matter of fact, I might just go

September 2012
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WE ARE FAR RICHER BECAUSE OF YOUR PRESENCE

With the novices
of Peru

looking for some of the others that you have written and read them.”
Charles was the first English speaking Superior General. Coming from
a language group never well-known for its strict observance of the
ascetical life, he by word and deed demonstrated what it meant to
live a practical Christianity, not unlike that of Marcellin himself. In
time he convinced all who would listen that faith in action was also
an essential part of the message of that fiery prophet and Messiah
who walked the roads of first century Israel preaching a passion for
God and for humanity.

[...]

CHARLES WAS A NETWORKER

[...] Charles was a networker long before the term was coined
or the practice became fashionable. In word and by deed he
drew people together. Be it through a conversation, or by
means of an article that he shared, or as the result of a bold
move that he made, he got us to consider points of view other
than our own and to look beyond the differences that might
divide us and to consider so much more that we shared in
common.

He traveled widely, had an uncanny ability to remember
names, demonstrated his skill as a natural story teller, built
centers of formation on the African continent and in the
Asia/Pacific region that brought together all of our young
brothers in those areas. He became the first Superior General
to visit our brothers in the People’s Republic of China, giving
hope to men who had suffered imprisonment, hardship, and
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deprivation for so many years.

He also renewed the Institute’s missionary spirit,
encouraging new foundations in Eastern Europe
and elsewhere, and supported the recently estab-
lished Hermanitas, a group of women who came
together to form a religious congregation around
the charism of Marcellin Champagnat. He made
us so much more aware of our obligation to the
poor and reminded us time and again that
Marists were meant to be where the Church was
not. He was among the first, too, to recognize
the importance of lay partnership and did all he
could to promote it.

o By Charkes in 1490, &my\'i “@w&m‘m‘

A NEW AND
MORE PROFOUND WAY

During these years he also came to
know Marcellin Champagnat in a
. new and more profound way. Years
later, he said that he began to see
founder as a human being with his faults
and inner conflicts, griefs and failures, rather
than a faultless paragon. “These insights helped
greatly,” he wrote, “to build a rapport between
us; I felt now that he could understand and
share in my own problems.”
For Charles the founder was a “man of the
heart”, a person who loved passionately and
deeply, a leader who was a friend, companion
and father; someone who lived the sufferings
and joys, the trials and dangers, the successes
of his men. But couldn’t the very same have
been said about Charles himself? Absolutely, for
during his mandate there was never for a mo-
ment any doubt that it was Marcellin Champag-

September 2012
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- WE ARE FAR RICHER BECAUSE OF YOUR PRESENCE

Br. Sedn Sammon

nat who was leading our Institute.

His love of Mary also deepened during this period; this fact was all
the more evident when he brought the 1993 Chapter to a close by
reciting a prayer that he had written to the mother of Jesus, the
woman whom Marcellin so often referred to as our Good Mother and
Ordinary Resource.

[...]

THREE TRAITS OF CHARLES

[...] With all that said, for me there will always be three traits of
Charles that immediately come to mind: his passion, his love for
our young brothers, his commitment to helping restore laymen and
women to their rightful place in the Church.
First, his passion. Charles was passionate about so many things in
life. He had a heart for the poor, was unbending when it came to
issues of justice, believed deeply that those of us in religious life
were meant to be the conscience of the Church. He challenged us to
Lay people at || live this call in life in such a way that it was evident to all that it
the XIX General Chapter | was well worth the gift of one’s life.
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He was also passionate about his God as well as
his family, his friends, his brothers. He reached
out to one and all. He loved us and understood
our imperfection, was tolerant of our mistakes,
helped us to face our fears.

Next, his love of our young brothers. Charles
had a special place in his heart for our younger
men. In fact, he was always at home with
young people. They took to him, sensing some-
how that he had he cared deeply about them
and had their best interests at heart. He never
hesitated to provide the means necessary to
help our young brothers to grow, to widen their
perspective, to come to understand just how
much Jesus Christ loved them. And he wrote to
them regularly. I remember, for example, visit-
ing a Province in Latin America during the years
that I served as Superior General and meeting a
young brother who told me proudly that he had
received a note from the Superior General. I
smiled but thought to myself that I could not
remember having written to him. No worry; lat-
er that day as I passed his room I noticed that
there above his desk was a note from Charles.
For this young man, Charles Howard would al-
ways be his Superior General.

Finally, his determination to give laymen and
women their rightful place in our Church.
Charles was one of those thoughtful Churchmen
who truly believed that it was the Holy Spirit
who was behind the workings of Vatican II, and
he never hesitated to make the work of that
Spirit his own. Like John Paul II, he was con-
vinced that this millennium was meant to be
the age of the laity and he challenged his
brothers to do all in their power to make that
belief a reality.

For Charles though, an age of the laity did not
mean the end of religious life. No, he saw it as
ushering in a new era of collaboration and co-
responsibility for mission. To his way of think-
ing as laywomen and men took their rightful
place in the Church, those of us in religious life
would also be better able to be who we were
truly meant to be.

Having written about the Champagnat move-
ment of the Marist Family and taken steps to

foster its growth within the Institute, he made
the bold move of inviting a number of laity to
our 1993 General Chapter. This had never been
done before and Charles knew that their ability
to attend sessions of that meeting was actually
dependent upon a positive vote on the part of
elected Chapter delegates. Perhaps following
the old adage that it is easier to ask forgiveness
than permission, he took the step of inviting
them prior to any vote being taken and depend-
ed upon the good will of those assembled to do
the right thing. And he was right. Chapter dele-
gates quickly approved the presence of this first
group of laity at the Chapter and the practice
has continued ever since.

WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED

[...] We have been blessed by the years that
you have been among us; we are far richer be-
cause of your presence, wiser because of your
insights, more aware of our responsibilities be-
cause of the way in which you have lived your
life. Continue to pray for us, as you always
have, and never cease to be among us in new
ways: challenging us to be the best that we can
be: generous and loving men and women in love
with God and on fire with the Good News of Je-
sus Christ.

And for those of us who are your brothers, as-
sist us in making our own the dream of this
simple country priest and Marist Father who is
our founder: to do ordinary things exceptionally
well and to love with an extraordinary love. Yes,
continue to show us what it means to be Cham-
pagnats for today: men of faith, with hearts for
the poor, ever eager to evangelize young peo-
ple.

Charles, you number now among the Communion
of Saints; you have earned your place with God,
and though from time to time you may still
have the impulse to write one of your famous
notes to one or another of us, may you rest al-
ways in that same good God's everlasting peace.

Amen.

September 2012
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Ms. Clare Howard

niece of
Br. Charles Howard.

Taken From

“Euloqy for Brother
Charles Howard, FMS”,
St. Joseph’s College,
Sydney, Australia,

24™ January 2012

ChaRrles,

harles Howard, has

long been A legend in
our family And we ARe proud  On behalf of his broth-
10 claim him As our own. My ers, Jim & John, my
name is Clare Howard and siblings & their fami-

. lies, it is a privilege to
Charles is my uncle. chare a Lttle of

Charles’ early history &
some reflections on him as a family member, our Uncle Charlie, a per-
son we love & admire.

Born in Melbourne in 1924, Charles McKean Howard was the first of
three boys born to Mollie & Charlie. His middle name McKean is his
mother’s maiden name.

OUR FAMILY

Charles often spoke of his parents, readily acknowledging the role
models they were for him. Their involvement in parish, school, St
Vincent de Paul, their friendships and loyalty to people embedded
values in him which lasted throughout his life.

Charles was educated by the Good Samaritan Sisters in Thornbury,
Melbourne. We still have an original Grade 5 school report from
1934 where he earned 100% for every subject with the comment
‘excellent student” written across it from Sr. Wenceslaus, perhaps a
prelude to his later academic capacity and achievements.

There was only 18 months difference between Charles and Jim so
they were a formidable pair in the things that kids get up to. They
would share a bike, Jim sitting on the cross bar, Charles on the seat
and each with a peddle. The other kids couldn’t keep up with them!
Jim recalls an instance where it was Charles who was in trouble and
he was threatened with “You wait till your father gets home”. Sub-
sequently, Charles was nowhere to be found, though Jim remembers
an unusual object appearing in the middle of the backyard...
Charles hiding in a hessian bag.

Mollie or Nanna as we called her was an avid Fitzroy supporter and
so Charles and Jim attended many matches at the local football
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iN THE Family

ground with her. When older, they sold lollies at
footy matches but apparently were easily dis-
tracted by game highlights which allowed other
kids to pinch some of their stock. Consequently
they never made a profit!

The family moved to Sydney in 1937 when John
was just a baby. Charles was due to begin high
school and his father, or Poppy as we called him,
was advised that CBC Waverley was the place to
go. He became aware however, that Marist Col-
lege Randwick was closer so Poppy made en-
quiries on a Saturday morning during a working
bee. He was introduced to the principal, Br Ig-
natius who was in overalls and pushing a wheel-
barrow. Poppy, being a handyman, had a respect
for manual labour so was impressed. Charles and
Jim were enrolled at Marist Brothers Randwick
and as they say, “the rest is history...”

I'm sure you'd be surprised to know that Charles
engaged in a spot of boxing for a time. Both he
and Jim were in the school’s boxing squad with
Charles showing enough talent to win through to
the finals.

JUNIORATE

Charles was aged 14 when he went to the Marist
Brothers Juniorate at Mittagong. In recent years
he reflected on how hard that must have been
for his parents, particularly his mother, and ques-
tioned the wisdom of boys leaving their families
at such a young age.

His early life as a Marist meant that our family
knew him intermittently & only glimpsed snip-
pets of his life. The schools he taught in and po-
sitions of responsibility are well documented. But
it was the person he was that impacted us:

Charles was a master at keeping in touch and
communicating a unique message to whomever
he wrote. For our family, postcards or small mo-
mentos sent to the nephews & neices, then to
their children, of travel tales, birthday wishes or
just ‘thinking of you” were regularly received. My
brother Phil recalls acquiring a significant key
ring collection.

[...]

Charles Howard as Junior
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CHARLES, A LEGEND IN THE FAMILY

Clare Howard

My sister, Maureen noted how the style of his cards to her always re-
flected the things she liked, and how he was able to communicate
something unique to the person in all of his correspondence. Post-
cards and letters were received by many people.

[...]

His Christmas letters are famous, his correspondence would have
measured in the thousands.

As a result of his positions of responsibility, he spent so much time
away from Australia. Keeping connected was important to Charles. He
valued friendship, perhaps because he lived so far from home and
travelled so much. His family & friends in Australia were important to
him. When home he was keen to connect whether it be sharing a
meal, a walk, or a movie. Since his return to Australia, Charles appre-
ciated that he and John were finally living in the same city, and able
to spend regular time together, both of them having lived overseas
for long periods.

It was wonderful to see him relax on Christmas days & family gather-
ings of the Geaney and Stackpool families. He laughed & enjoyed
company around the table & watching the grandchildren of Maggie,
Meg & Frank, and most recently, John's friends from Sierra Leone with
little N'Nadie.

He's the only person I know who didn’t like Maggie’s caesar salad!

I know that at the Stackpool family gatherings he loved a big pile of
dirty dishes, because of the communication opportunity it provided.

HE WAS AN INTERESTING
AND STIMULATING PERSON

He was an interesting and stimulating person to
have a conversation with. Politics, the state of the
Church, experiences in Africa, the missions of the
Brothers in various places around the world; films
he'd seen, books he'd read. He made our world broad.
His global experiences brought a great contribu-
tion to our family’s awareness of social justice is-
sues, particularly in the 1970s & 1980’s when
‘middle class conservative Catholics’ were un-
aware of such issues and their relevancy to faith:
e Brothers murdered in various parts of Africa:
Algeria, Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of
Congo as a result of being Christian, or in sol-
idarity with the people of the area;
® The Brothers in China who had been unable to
be in contact with the Institute since the Cul-
tural revolution, and had publicly lived with-
out their Marist identity for many years,
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e These stories made us aware of what it means
to lose or risk one’s life for faith.

His stories brought to life issues of apartheid,
structural inequality & oppression and political
tyranny. And yet he could just as easily hone in
to the ordinariness of life, or the challenges
faced in daily living - relationships, finances,
children, work. We all noted Charles capacity to
ask, listen and really get to the heart of what
was important to us.

Charles friendship with Br Kieran Geaney, or Col
as we know him, is one which exemplifies all he
values. Charles accompanied Col home from
Rome after his stroke 27 years ago. Then when
Charles returned to live in Australia, he regularly
visited Col, taking him out for drives, and meals
and in the last couple of years buying him a
chocolate or ice cream knowing he had a sweet
tooth. Seeing them together, it was obvious
they had a special bond borne through the suf-
fering Col has endured.

He was well read & intelligent: An avid reader of
The Tablet, and many religious and spiritual
journals, as well as local and international news-
papers. So many of us received photocopies of
articles of interest, with a brief note from him.
Similarly, his generosity with books & articles
encouraged people to think about the God as-
pect of our life.

He always had a word of affirmation recognizing
unique qualities of the person whether it be the
role of mother, teacher, father, businessman,
student. He saw & reminded us of our potential -
The gift of being affirmed & noticed: a rare ex-
perience in today’s world. My sister Denise re-
calls the lasting impact his notes to her as ‘spe-
cial one’ has had on her.

Charles Howard with
his niece Clare

THE GOD PRESENCE
IN THEIR LIVES

His theology was strongly incarnational... and he
gently extolled to many the God presence in
their lives...identifying aspects of ourselves that
perhaps we didn't recognize or dare to link to
the grace and blessing of God. He often quoted
Zephaniah in my cards, “God delights in you, as I
do” he would write.

He spoke simple & honestly even when having to
say hard or difficult things. He had a unique ca-
pacity though to see beyond the weaknesses &
failings of an individual or an institution. What
he saw - and he could see through you at times
to your core - [...] never overrode his loyalty
and affection to the person or the institution.
What an extraordinary gift that is to receive!
Charles had a particular appreciation for the role
of women especially mothers: as a Marist, he was
obviously influenced by the model of Mary, but
he spoke often of his love & admiration of his
own mother Mollie, as well as his exposure to the
experiences of women in developing countries.
Our sister Trish recalls he so often used the word
‘lady’. His involvement in the organisation WATAC
- Women and the Australian Church - on his re-
turn from Rome attests to his appreciation of the
role of women in the church.

Charles’ final year of ill health was a cruel & de-
bilitating time for a person of great intellect.
[...]

He was a remarkable man: Strong yet gentle. Gra-
cious & sensitive. A Man of principle.

[...]

The experience of knowing and loving Charles
and being loved by him has changed me, stimu-
lated me to be more than I could be without him
in my life, as I'm sure it has for [...] many others
[...]

Thank you Charles for the many blessings your
life has brought to us and our world. You will al-
ways remain in our hearts.
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15




i I-EI

2.Historical summary

T

i —

=y

_f_‘

&

L

§ &

i
r

&
- -

16 « Fms Message 42



. 17

September 2012




Life of
Br. Charles Howard

FAMILY AND EARLY LIFE

HARlES’s PARENTS WERE
Charles (known Aas
Charlie) and Mary (known As
Mollie). Charlie and Mollie
were born And raised iN THe
iINNER suburbs of MEelbourne.
Charlie initially worked as A , ,
ivber worker and A plase- Mollie, until her mar-
Tim L P riage, worked as a
ReR. He ater joined A CARPET  machinist in a shoe
cleaning company and rose  factory. They had
10 mANAGERiAl level positions,  three children, all
boys, Charles, James
(Jim) and John.
Sydney, 1937
Charles was born on 29th October
1924 in the Royal Women'’s Hospital
Melbourne. With his brother, Jim,
Charles attended a parish school
conducted by the Sisters of the
Good Samaritan, an Australian con-
gregation. In the final year of his
primary schooling his father was
transferred to Sydney to be General
Manager of his company. The fami-
ly arrived in Sydney in August
1937, three months after the birth
of John. The family rented a house
in the Eastern Suburbs of Sydney.
There was a different system of
education in Sydney. Charles and
Jim had to attend a Brothers’
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Family 1940: parents Charlie and Mollie

with his brother Jim (left), John (center), and Charles (right)

school which they had never done before; they
had only been taught by nuns.

Two Catholic schools were recommended to
Charlie for the boys: Christian Brothers’ (Irish)
Waverley and Marist Brothers” Randwick. On a
weekend Charlie went to Marist Brothers” Rand-
wick to inquire about enrolment. There were a
group of men working around the school. He ap-
proached a man pushing a wheelbarrow and told
him he was looking for the brother-in-charge.

The wheelbarrow man was the Brother-in-charge!

That was enough for Charlie. This was the school
for his boys. Teachers who were prepared to get
their hands dirty were the right teachers for his
boys! So Charles and Jim were enrolled for the fi-
nal term of 1937.

When Charlie and Mollie were looking that year
for a house to buy, one of the criteria was that
it had to be near a Marist Brothers’ school so
the boys could be enrolled there.

They eventually bought a house in Beverley Park
so that the boys could attend the nearby Marist

Brothers’ Kogarah. Charles, however, never went
there since he had made the decision to join
the Brothers, inspired by the witness of the
Brothers and by a talk by Brother Andrew about
the Brothers in the missions.

1937 was a difficult year for Charlie and Mollie,
especially, for Mollie. She had to leave her family
and friends and move to a strange city with a ba-
by three months old. Now their thirteen year old
son was asking to leave home and go away to
the Brothers’ juniorate at Mittagong - a place
which neither he nor his parents had ever heard
of It took a great act of faith on their side.

Charlie and Mollie were active in church affairs
over the years, supporting their parish and the
boys” schools. Mollie was a catechist in public
schools for many years. Charlie was active in
the Knights of the Southern Cross and the Saint
Vincent de Paul Society. In retirement he was
responsible for the widespread growth of the
Saint Vincent de Paul Society stores and Welfare
Centres. Our Brother Charles came from solid
stock indeed.

*19

September 2012




- LIFE OF BROTHER CHARLES HOWARD

Charles Howard
as novice
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EARLY IN LIFE MARIST:
JUNIORATE/
POSTULANCY/NOVITIATE

About his schooling, Charles admitted that he always came first in
the class. This was to continue at the Juniorate where he had excel-
lent teachers, including Brs Oliver, Canice, Damian,
Ethelred, Peter Carrick, and Frederic Eddy. He felt that
kids who were not so good academically were more
likely to be afflicted by serious homesickness. Charles
recalled in later life that although he and others had
short trousers in 4th Year at the Juniorate, the “spiri-
tuality” of their prayer forms could only be described
as “adult Marist”, and often in Latin.

When he received the Habit on 2 July 1942, he became

- surprisingly - Brother Elias. Charles wrote later that

his mother went to the Provincial and said “How do I

tell the family that his name is Elias?” The response
| was “Oh, that's a very good Biblical name”. She was not
- impressed.

In reflecting back to his days in the novitiate, Charles
spoke appreciatively of the Brothers caring for their
formation but added, “Though you can readily criticize
some aspects of the spiritual development and whether
it helped young people grow, they were pretty much
standard in those days, including in seminaries. It was
later on that we would become wiser!”

APPOINTMENTS
IN AUSTRALIA

Charles was sent to Bondi Beach (July 1943), in a community re-
ferred to as the “Second Novitiate” since the Director was quite
strict. From there, he moved to Glenelg in Adelaide as Senior Maths
Master (1945-47). Here the students called him “The Boy” because he
turned 21 that year. Then it was back to the Mittagong Juniorate
(1948-50). While he was teaching at Kogarah (1951-54), the Provin-
cial suggested it was time for him to start University studies at
night. Although he was teaching Maths and Science, he could not
study these part-time and so did an

Arts degree, majoring in History
and English Literature. For
some years this meant travel
by motor-bike!
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After two years at St Joseph’s College (1955-56),
he was appointed Director of the Juniorate from
1957-61. Men who were Juniors in those days re-
member him with great admiration and affec-
tion. The first visiting day a parent said to him:

“You're a bit young for this aren’t you?”

He responded that this was probably true, but
nonetheless he enjoyed those years and was a
breath of fresh air: he engaged parents more,
started a fund-raising group, conducted inter-
views with the juniors, abolished the “point
scoring system”, established a library, created a
grotto, reinvigorated a monthly bulletin, and
supervised all the essential activities which had
characterized the Juniorate for half-a-century.

In January 1961 he sailed to France for his five
month “Second Novitiate” at St-Paul-Trois-
Chateaux, at an earlier age than usual because

Charles Howard
at St Joseph’s College
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LIFE OF BROTHER CHARLES HOWARD

Charles Howard
at the 2" Novitiate

™

complex problems the College of
1000 boarders had encountered
since its foundation years.
Charles understood that winds
of change were blowing and
that he had to steer the Broth-
ers and College in unchartered
waters. As one College review
put it, “There was no blueprint”
for what needed to happen and
“the spectre of finance haunted
the planner”. In the midst of the
myriad activities of College
Headmaster, not excluding some

10-16 periods of teaching per week, Charles was able to lead with seren-

ity, consultation, humour, astuteness, and compassion towards all stake-
holders, and to make life-long friends in so doing. In accomplishing the
needed expansion and upgrade of facilities, Charles showed himself a
man of vision, a leader who could rally people behind him. After four
years of planning, and construction completed, the College had accom-
modation and educational facilities unequalled in Australia.

His boldness was extraordinary. What was truly remarkable, however,
was not the building but the advancement in thinking that Charles
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succeeded in achieving.
New approaches to reli-
gious education in par-
ticular were gradually in-
troduced. He initiated a
number of spiritual and
liturgical practices that
were contemporary and
engaging. Far from di-
viding the Brothers, he
managed to enthuse
them.

As one young Brother of
the time noted, “Charles
was the best Principal I
ever knew: a superb ed-
ucator and one of the
very few people I have
worked with who dis-
played lateral-thinking
brilliance.”
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ONGOING FORMATION
AND PROVINCIAL

When he finished at St Joseph’s he spent the
first half of 1968 in the Lumen Vitae program in
Louvain, Brussels, doing religious and catecheti-
cal studies. Immediately after attending the Gen-
eral Chapter in late 1968, he went to University
College, Dublin, where he studied Clinical Psy-
chology for 18 months. He finally had lots of
reading time! These studies were to be invaluable
in his future pastoral and formation roles. He en-
joyed living with the Irish Brothers at Ballsbridge
during this time.

Then he was in quick succession interim Head-
master of St Gregory’s, Campbelltown, in the sec-
ond half of 1970, Community Leader of Parramat-
ta-Westmead as well as Coordinator of Formation
in 1971, and full-time Coordinator of Formation
living in the Wahroonga postulancy in the first

half of 1972. His interest in formation was not
simply a consequence of his previous experience
at the Juniorate but an intuition that the ques-
tioning around vocations and formation was not
going to go away, that a paradigm shift was hap-
pening.

In August of 1972 Charles became Provincial. At
that time there were 420 Brothers in the
Province in 40 communities. He would never say
“I want this”, but rather “I think this would be a
good idea”. At his Chapter of installation, he
canvassed the closing the Juniorate and making
it a retreat centre. Another project was the open-
ing of the Palm Island mission. He did all the
visitations himself - he felt this was important
for himself and for the Brothers themselves. He
gave this pastoral work priority over events such
as school openings. He found plane travel a great
thing “because you had a few hours to read...

Charles Howard as Provincial
and his Council, 1975
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LIFE OF BROTHER CHARLES HOWARD

Time was very precious”. In this period in Australia
a number of Brothers were reconsidering their life
vocation. Charles did all he could to help the men
discern well and to leave in inner peace if that was
their decision. One former Brother writes, “To leave
the Order I required approval from the Vatican to
be dispensed from my life-long vows. I made my
case and the Provincial, who was now Br Charles
Howard, ... sent it off to Rome. Some weeks later
he rang me to say that my Dispensation had ar-
rived. That afternoon in Br Charles’ office in Drum-
moyne I turned over the document. On the back, in
Latin, was a handwritten note from a Vatican offi-
cial which invoiced the Order for the sum of twelve
hundred pounds sterling in legal costs. Shocked, I
expressed my regret to Br Charles that I had cost
the Marist Brothers so much to leave. “Give me a
look” he said. Then he roared with laughter. “That
symbol in front of the 1,200 is not British pounds
sterling. It's Italian lire. You've cost us only about

one Australian dollar”. I now actually felt a little

deflated. ‘Is that all I'm worth?’, I thought!”

Br Basilio Rueda
and Br Charles Howard,
XVIII General Chapter § As he reviewed his time as Provincial in 1976, he was aware of hav-

ing moved on numerous matters: he had helped Brothers to cope
with changes in Religious Life, Church, Education, continuing Forma-
tion, Chapter Documents, and above all he had promoted their read-
ing! There were other tasks which yet remained such as: new atti-
tudes to Obedience, affectivity, the role of women, celibacy as a per-
manent commitment.

A measure of his contribution on a wider Church front is the comment
of a Bishop of that time, “Charles was the most significant leader in
the Australian Church at that time, bar none.” For example, he had
instigated the unification of the male and female Religious Confer-
ences in Australia, and he remained great friends with many of these
leaders in years to come. He helped many to understand and embrace
the spirit of the Vatican Council.

CAPITULANT AND GENERAL COUNCILLOR

In 1967, Charles flew with Othmar Weldon, the Provincial, to Rome
for the first General Chapter of the Institute after Vatican II. It was a
time of ferment and promise. The Church had directed all Religious
Institutes to take up the question of renewal, starting from the
Gospels, a re-examination of their founding origins and charism and a
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Vatican Council II,
1962

fresh discernment of the “signs of the times”.
Unusually, the Chapter had to break and then re-
convene in late 1968 owing to the need to give
time to let proposals mature and to consult a
wider group of Brothers. The question of the In-
stitute and Priesthood was exhaustively dis-
cussed and almost resolved; it had been the most
divisive issue of the Chapter. Looking back,
Charles described this Chapter as “a passionate,
complex, and very rich experience”.

His second General Chapter was that of 1976,
which re-elected Br. Basilio for a second time,
and elected Charles as a General Councillor. Br
Richard Dunleavy recalls, “During this Chapter,
Charles was the dominant influence responsible
for a historically significant step in educating the
136 Marist leaders from around the world gathered
there in Rome, to begin to “feel” - many rather
uncomfortably — some of the key issues and impli-
cations arising from the call to Poverty and Jus-
tice. Until that time, Br Basilio had said that the
topic was too sensitive to be dealt with in open
forum in many cultures. The day of prayer and re-
flection Charles organized was a real turning-point
for the Institute, and something that he, perhaps
more than any other, was able to foster with
growing fruitfulness for the Church and the Insti-
tute in the years which followed.” Hence emerged
the "Poverty and Justice" document as well other
rich documents of the 1976 Chapter: the “Prayer,
Apostolate, Community”, the “Marist Brothers To-
day” and the draft of the new Constitutions (to be
finalised in 1985).

As General Councillor, Charles travelled widely
particularly in the English and French-speaking
Marist world. These were times of great change
in many African nations, in particular, and
Charles spent a lot of time there. This was the

end of the colonial era. There was hope and
promise but also a lot of civil disorder. Apartheid
was still government policy in South Africa.
Charles worked with the Brothers to build unity
and a new sense of purpose in their communities
and ministries.

The politics were different but no less tense in
other parts of the Marist world. Charles was
asked to establish a Secretariat of Social Justice
within the General Administration. The idea was
that there would be parallel bodies established
in all Provinces to reflect on the social contexts
of Marist ministries and to discern where trans-
formation was needed. His brotherly manner in
dealing with politically sensitive issues was criti-
cal in helping groups of Brothers to make signifi-
cant changes in regard to entrenched attitudes
and practices.
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With Br Benito Arbués,
his successor

as Superior General.
Airport of Trichy, India.
1995
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LIFE OF BROTHER CHARLES HOWARD

SUPERIOR GENERAL

During the 1985 General Chapter, Charles was elected Superior General,
succeeding Br Basilio Rueda.

This Chapter completed the new Constitutions of the Brothers. While
this was a feat in an Institute with such evident growing diversity of
nationalities and cultures, Charles felt that he lacked the benefit of a

focused discernment of priorities by the Chapter for his time as Superior
General.

So he set about working with his Council on priorities for their ministry.
They determined five: getting the new Constitutions understood and ac-
cepted by the Brothers; discernment as the new faith approach to deci-
sion-making; mission, especially the courage to adapt or start new min-
istries in changing circumstances; formation: the preparation of the For-
mation Guide and insisting on serious experiences for those who would
be involved in the formation of our younger men; vocations, active pro-
motion as a key factor in Vocations at the world-wide level.

Other significant emphases for Charles: he spoke of our era as being the
‘springtime’ of the laity and promoted a greater openness to lay partici-
pation in Marist life and mission, inviting a number to the 1993 General
Chapter; he launched the Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family;
he was instrumental in the establishment of the International Finance
Board at Institute level; he sought to establish a new Marist presence in
Eastern Europe after the collapse of
the Soviet Union, eventually deciding
on Hungary; he was very attached to
the work of the Hermanitas, young
women mainly in Central and South
America who were 